
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
MAY 9, 2003 

CREOLE GALLERY 
 
 
 
Elisabeth Knibbe, President, called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m. 
 
Board Members Present: 
Janese Chapman, William Cremin, Lynn Evans, Richard Harms, Alison (Kim) Hoagland, 
Elisabeth Knibbe, Carolyn Loeb, Jennifer Radcliff 
 
Board Members Absent: 
None 
 
Staff Members Present: 
Amy Arnold, Robert Christensen, Brian Conway, Teresa Goforth, Brian Grennell, Paul 
Janostak, Squire Jaros, Bryan Lijewski, Robbert McKay, Barbara Mead, Elizabeth 
Szufnar, Todd Walsh 
 
Members of the Public Present: 
Jim Czenko, concerning American Seating Company Factory Complex 
Jennifer Metz, concerning American Seating Company Factory Complex  
Brian Winklemann, concerning American Seating Company Factory Complex  
Ted & Pat Ligibel, concerning Fountain Point 
Susan Jay Nichols, concerning Fountain Point 
Kathyrn Eckert, concerning Watervale Historic District 
Robert Busby 
Sharon Ferraro 
Nancy Finegood 
Matthew Mika 
Pam O’Conner 
 
Approval of minutes of January 10, 2003: 
Harms moved approval of minutes.  Evans seconded.  Vote 8-0 
 
Staff Reports: 
 
Brian Conway 

• Introduced new board members Carolyn Loeb and Alison (Kim) Hoagland. 
• Presented brief history of Old Town. 
• Introduced Robert Busby, owner of the Creole Gallery.  Busby gave brief history 

of the building that now houses the Creole Gallery.  
• Introduced Main Street representative Liz Harrow, who spoke about the history of 

efforts to upgrade Old Town and the role that the Main Street program has played. 



• Cremin will be resigning his position on the Review Board after 12 years of 
service. 

• Addition of Todd Walsh to SHPO staff as office assistant. 
• Resignation of Teresa Goforth. 
• Developing Position Description to reflect needs of SHPO. 
• First year of Governor’s Awards for Historic Preservation.  Press Conference and 

presentation of awards at 2:00 p.m. in the Capitol rotunda. 
• Noted Preservation Week display in Capitol rotunda. 
• Spoke about Michigan Land Use Leadership Council and relationship with 

SHPO. 
• Special projects at SHPO: booklet by Michigan Land Use Institute, historic 

schools study by Icon Group, national register nomination of Milwaukee Junction 
area in Detroit, expanded easement program, progress of Michigan Main Street 
program, various workshops, planning of Regional Great Lakes Lighthouse 
Conference. 

• Old Rugged Cross Church level of significance has been upgraded to “National.” 
• New procedure at Review Board meetings: nominations prepared by consultants 

will be presented by consultants. 
 
Barbara Mead 

• Annual meeting of the Conference on Michigan Archaeology was held in April.  
COMA is working on a Public Education program targeting K-12 education. 

• Annual meeting of the Michigan Archaeological Society was held in April.  State 
Archaeologist John Halsey gave a talk on mounds. 

• An MDOT Enhancement grant project for Archaeological Records Management 
is ending.  Three archaeologists were hired to enter 700 new site inventory 
records into the database.  Over 2000 artifacts from the Bay City Liberty Street 
mitigation excavations were cataloged. 

• Other OSA activites were summarized. 
 
National Register Nominations 
Knibbe briefly summarized the review board’s function in the nomination process for 
new board members and members of the public present. 
 
Site: American Seating Company Factory Complex, Grand Rapids, Kent County 
Presented By: Metz 
Moved for Approval: Harms 
Seconded: Cremin 
Vote: 8-0 
Criteria: A, C; exc: G 
Level of Significance: State 
 
Knibbe noted letter of support from John Logie, Mayor of Grand Rapids. 
 
Site: Watervale Historic District, Blaine Township, Benzie County 
Presented By: Eckert 



Moved for Approval: Radcliff 
Seconded: Chapman 
Vote: 8-0 
Criteria: A 
Level of Significance: State 
 
Site: Fountain Point, Suttons Bay Township, Leelanau County 
Presented By: Ligibel 
Moved for Approval: Evans 
Seconded: Chapman 
Vote: 8-0 
Criteria: A, C 
Level of Significance: State 
 
Site: Fishing Tug, Katherine V, Alpena, Alpena County 
Presented By: Szufnar 
Moved for Approval: Radcliff 
Seconded: Cremin 
Vote: 8-0 
Criteria: A, C 
Level of Significance: Local 
 
Letters of support from the owner, Michigan Representative Matt Gillard, United States 
Senator Debbie Stabenow, and Congressman Bart Stupak 
 
Site: J. Vivian, Jr., and Company Building, Laurium, Houghton County 
Presented By: Christensen 
Moved for Approval: Harms 
Seconded: Evans 
Vote: 8-0 
Criteria: A, C 
Level of Significance: Local 
 
Historic District Committee Study Reports: 
Arnold presented the reports and staff comments to the board. 
 
Report: Old Zion Historic District, Washtenaw County 
The board made no additional comments. 
 
Report: Washington Boulevard Historic District, Detroit 
The board made no additional comments. 
 
Report: Ferry Court Historic District, Rochester Hills 
Radcliff asked if the buildings in Ferry Court had been vinyl sided and said that would 
have substantially changed their look. 
 



Report: Lincoln Avenue Historic District, Mountain Clemens 
Loeb said that the report did a good job of including the history of important men that 
lived in the proposed district but she would like to see information on the important 
women that lived in the district included as well. 
 
Report: Heartside Historic District Expansion, Grand Rapids 
Harms questioned why the YWCA was not included in the district expansion.  They 
thought the parking lot to the north of the Y would serve as a good geographic boundary 
for the district and the Y should be included. Otherwise, is seemed to them that the Y was 
left isolated and on its own. 
 
Appeals: 
 
Randolph Hendricks, et al v. Pontiac Historic District Commission 
Conway pointed out that the word “not” is omitted from the 4th line of page 41 of 
proposal for decision. Should read “did not act contrary.” 
Harms moved adoption of the proposal for decision, with the “not” added, that the appeal 
be denied. 
Cremin seconded. 
Vote: 7-0 (Chapman abstaining). 
 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church v. Kalamazoo Historic District Commission 
There was no discussion. 
Cremin moved adoption of proposal for decision that the appeal be denied. 
Harms seconded. 
Vote: 8-0. 
 
Dates of Next Meetings: 
September 12, 2003; January 9, 2004. 
 
Adjournment: 
Cremin moved that the meeting be adjourned. 
Harms seconded. 
Vote: 8-0. 
The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 
 
Prepared by T. Walsh 
 
 
 
 


